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The  Near  East  has  not  been  in  recent  headlines.  The  new 
^Administration  has  given  priority  to  crisis  areaa-r-the  Congo,  Laos, 
^Pbuba.-  President  Kennedy’s  State  of  the  Union  message  did  not 
liefer  to  the  Near  East  and  it  is  clear  that  the  Administration  is 
:j4^carefully  "reviewing  our  policy  in  the  region,  avoiding  hasty  con- 
. .  elusions  or  premature  initiatives. 

In  a  speech  to  the  B’nai  Zion  in  New  York,  on  Feb.  5,  Vice- 
President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  stressed  the  need  for  disarmament  in 
'f/the  Middle  East: 

*  “For  the  people  of  the  Middle  East  the  margin  of  bare  survival  is  too 
narrow  to  make  tolerable  the  maintenance  of  costly  burdens  of  arms. 

We  hope  the  da^i  will  quickly  come  when  these  burdens  can  be  re¬ 
duced.  This  is  Kendal  not  only  to  world  peace  but  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  lives  of  the  people  of  the  Middle  East” 

Replying  to  a  press  inquiry  the  following  day.  Secretary  of  State 
Dean  Rusk  said  that  this  is  “one  of  the  fields  where  preliminary  or 
I  premature  public  comment  would  not  be  helpful." 
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Lavon  Resigns.  Pinhas  Lavon  has  been 
forced  to  resign  as  secretary-general  of 
Histadruth,  Israel’s  powerful  labor  fed¬ 
eration,  as  a  result  of  his  conflict  with 
David  Ben-Gurion,  who  resigned  as 
prime  minister,  Jan.  31.  Lavon’s  resig¬ 
nation  was  accepted  by  the  HistadruUi 
executive  in  a  close  vote  of  58-46  on 
Feb.  9. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Lavon  was 
apparently  one  of  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Prime  Minister  before  be 
agreed  to  return  to  form  a  new  gov¬ 
ernment.  The  Lavon  resignation  has, 
for  the  time  being,  resolved  the  struggle 
for  the  control  of  Mapai,  Israel’s  lead¬ 
ing  political  party. 

On  Feb.  3,  the  Mapai  Secretariat  di¬ 
vided  28-11  on  a  resolution  asserting 
that  Mr.  Lavon  did  not  speak  for  Mapai 
as  secretary-general.  The  following 
day,  the  Mapai  Central  Committee 
voted  159-96  to'  remove  Lavon  from 
office. 

Mr.  Mosbe  Sharett,  who  was  Israel’s 
prime  minister  in  1954  when  Mr.  La¬ 
von  was  defense  minister,  opposed  Mr. 
Ben-Gurion  in  the  debate. 

Mr.  Ben-Gurion  had  resigned  as 
prime  minister  on  the  grounds  that  he 
could  not  accept  a  finding  by  a  cabinet 
committee  which  had  cleared  Lavon  of 
responsibility  for  a  1954  security  mis¬ 
hap. 

With  Mr.  Lavon  out,  Mr.  Ben-Gurion 
is  now  expected  to  form  a  new  coalition 
government.  He  may  encounter  ob¬ 
stacles.  Some  of  the  parties  which  were 
represented  in  the  last  coalition  and 
some  of  his  own  Mapai  cabinet  minis¬ 
ters  may  be  unwilling  to  join  him.  If 
he  cannot  muster  a  majority  of  the 
Knesset,  the  country  may  face  new 
elections. 

Patchwork.  The  Arab  League  Foreign 
Ministers  conference  which  met  in 
Baghdad  early  this  month  achieved  a 
seldom-seen  facade  of  tmity  among  the 
Arab  states. 

{Continued  on  page  76) 


But,  within  the  week,  the  Administration  was  jolted  by  the 
news  that  the  Russians  had  delivered  14  MIG  jet  planes  to  Morocco. 

The  people  of  Morocco  need  economic  aid.  They  don’t  need  jet 
planes.  But,  in  cynical  contradiction  of  its  lofty  talk  of  disarma¬ 
ment,  Moscow  does  not  hesitate  to  provide  Morocco  with  dangerous 
weapons  in  its  continuing  effort  to  lure  that  country  from  the  West. 
That  campaign  is  making  headway.  The  Moroccan  pro-Soviet 
voting  record  in  the  UN,  Morocco’s  acceptance  of  the  Nasser  line 
at  the  recent  Casablanca  Conference,  the  worsening  plight  of  the 
Jewish  community  in  Morocco— all  have  alarmed  Western  capitals. 


^  Soviet  technicians  generally  follow  Soviet  weapons.  The  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  Soviet  military  mission  in  Morocco  would  present  a  grave 
threat  to  the  million  American  air  and  naval  installations  which 
our  govemmei-»  ,Teed  to  evacuate  in  1959.  That  evacuation  is  to  be 
completed  by  lbu3,  but  in  the  meantime  the  bases  are  deemed  vital 


The  Soviet  action  raises  other  serious  questions  for  our  policy¬ 
makers.  In  recent  years,  our  government  has  concentrated  on  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  to  underdeveloped  countries  and  has  reduced  military  aid. 
Thus,  our  economic  aid  program  to  Morocco  has  risen  steadily — 
from  $30  million  in  1957  to  a  generous  $81  million  in  fiscal  1960. 

Is  it  wise  to  expand  economic  aid  to  countries  which  simul¬ 
taneously  acquire  Soviet  weapons?  That  question  has  arisen  before, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  UAR. 

Every  one  concerned  about  the  welfare  of  people  would  like  to 
see  an  end  to  the  wasteful  Near  East  arms  race.  But  there  is  little 
hope  for  disarmament  as  long  as  the  Arab  League  nations  preach 
war  and  the  Soviet  Union  continues  to  fortify  their  preachments. 
The  peoples  of  the  Near  East  will  be  unable  to  concentrate  on  eco¬ 
nomic  development  and  the  senseless  squander  of  precious  time  and 
resources  will  continue. 

In  his  New  Y..>rk  speech,  Vice-President  Johnson  said : 

“This  Admlnistratioa  will  work  for  peace  ia  the  Middle  East  as 
it  works  for  progress  in  Africa,  for  social  justice  m  Latin  America,  for 
freedom  in  Asia,  for  strength  and  accord  in  Eut^n,  aad  for  a  climate 
^  of  mutual  trust  with  the  Soviet  Union. . .  .* 

^  And  the  American  people  will  pray  for  the  attainment  of  these 
goals. 
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At  McGill  University  last  fortnight, 
Arnold  J.  Toynbee  once  again  tried  to 
equate  the  Jewish  treatment  of  the 
Arabs  of  Palestine  with  Nazi  treatment 
of  the  Jews,  reiterating  the  grotesque 
accusation  he  published  in  1954. 

Israel’s  Ambassador  to  Canada,  Yaa- 
cov  Herzog,  debated  Dr.  Toynbee  at 
McGill.  No  one  likes  to  debate  de¬ 
tractors  and  thus  inflate  the  circulation 
of  calumny.  But  the  British  professor’s 
utterances  cannot  go  unchallenged  be¬ 
cause  they  disturb  the  peace.  They 
provide  the  polish  and  veneer  of  “schol¬ 
arship”  to  anti-Semitic  diatribe  in  the 
Western  world.  And  they  rationalize 
and  vindicate  Arab  irredentism  in  the 
Middle  East 

Dr.  Toynbee  would  indignantly  deny 
that  he  is  an  anti-Semite.  “Some  of 
my  best  friends  are  Jews,”  he  reassured 
the  McGill  students.  But  Dr.  Reinhold 
Niebuhr,  distinguished  Protestant  the¬ 
ologian,  echoes  the  views  of  most  schtrf- 
ars  when  he  commented  that  ‘Toynbee 
has  a  deep-set  prejudice  against  the 
Jews.” 


The  Toynbee  10-vdume  “Theory  of 
History,”  has  intimidated  most  laymen. 
It  is  a  colossal  one-man  spectacular  of 
knowledge.  But  most  experts  complain 
that  Dr.  Toynbee  erred  in  the  area  of 
their  special  competence.. 

Dr.  Toynbee’s  study  is  not  history  at 
all.  It  is  a  theory  of  history — a  com¬ 
parison  of  civilizations  to  ascertain  the 
laws  of  their  behavior.  No  science  is 
more  vulnerable  to  subjective  impreci¬ 
sion.  You  can  validate  ^y  philosophy 
' .  of  history  and  establish  explanations  for 
the  future,  depending  upon  which  point 
of  history  you  select  as  your  beginning, 
which  congenial  facts  you  choose  to  re¬ 
call  and  which  you  prefer  to  forget  be¬ 
cause  they  are  disharmonious. 

A  1956  symposium  on  ‘Toynbee  and 
History,”  edited  by  M.  F.  AsUey  Mon¬ 
tague,  included  articles  by  30  scholars 
— professors  of  political  science,  history, 
politics,  philosophy,  English,  sociology 
and  geography — from  renowned  tmi- 
versities  around  the  world.  Most  of 
them  sharply  challenged  Dr.  Toynbee’s 
credentials  as  a  historian.  Dr.  Toynbee, 
himself,  in  his  Volume  DC  derides  and 
ridicules  historians  as  a  class. 


His  thesis  on  the  Jews  has  been  de¬ 
molished  by  scholars  like  Maurice  Sam¬ 
uel,  who  wrote  “The  Professor  and  the 
Fossil”  and  Mr.  Abba  Eban,  Israel’s 
Minister  of  Education,  who  wrote  “The 
Toynbee  Heresy." 


The  Toynhee  Ohssssion 


The  Fossil  Romnont.  Dr.  Toynbee  dis¬ 
misses  the  Jewish  civilization  as  a  fossil 
renmant  of  an  extinct  Syrian  society. 
He  spares  no  adjective  to  reproach  their 
God,  Yahveh,  as  an  angry,  provincial 
and  jealous  deity  who  taught  the  Jews 
their  egocentric  exclusiveness. 

The  Jewish  fossil  is  never  gentle  or 
humble.  Dr.  Toynbee  writes  of  the 
“savagery”  of  a  Judas  Maccabeus,  the 
“die-har^”  of  Judah,  the  “fanatically 
militant  Jewish  zealots  whose  violence 
reached  its  appalling  climax  in  satanic 
Jewish  revolts.”  The  Roman  govern¬ 
ment  is  described  as  tderant  in  the 
face  of  “severe  and  repeated  Jewish 
provocations.” 

When  Dr.  Toynbee  wishes  to  rebuke 
Oiristianity,  he  refers  to  it  as  “Judaic” 
— an  epithet  synonymous  with  “vio¬ 
lent.” 

Dr.  Toynbee  does  not  approve  of  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews,  but  he  seems 
able  to  explain  it  The  Jews  taught 
savagery  to  their  persecutors  and  thus 
became  its  victims.  He  wrote: 


independence  and  freedom  since  Worjd 
War  II,  obstinately  oblivious  to  Dr. 
Toynbee’s  challenge  to  their  right  t!o 
exist  I 

His  Impact  on  Events.  The  British  prof 
lessor  has  never  been  content  to  be  a 
mere  reporter  of  events.  He  not  only 
has  discovered  and  codified  the  laws  of 
the  rise  and  fall  of  civilizations,  he  ad¬ 
ministers  and  enforces  them.  He  has^ 
formulated  a  universe  all  his  own  and' 
risen  above  it  to  a  celestial  court  room, 
where  he  sits,  to  the  right  of  the  Deity, 
pronouncing  solemn  judgments. 

In  fact — not  just  in  metaphor — Dr. 
Toynbee  has  played  a  role  in  contem¬ 
porary  history.  The  historian  has 
served  the  British  gov;5rtlment.  He  be¬ 
gan  as  a  youthful  m  hber  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Eastern  Section  f  the  Peace  Con¬ 
ference  delegation  u.  919.  He  was 
director  of  foreign  research  and  press 
service  at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Inter¬ 
national  Affairs  from  1939  to  1943.  He 
directed  research  in  the  British  foreign 
office  from  1943  to  1946. 


“The  Macabbean  temper  was  in¬ 
herited  by  Christendom  from  a 
Jewry  that  came  to  be  the  princi¬ 
pal  victim  of  the  Jewish  vein  in  the 
Christian  religion. 

“The  irony  of  Jewish  history 
surely  is  that  the  Jews  have  been 
the  chief  sufferers  from  a  spirit 
which  they  themselves  originally 
kindled.” 

It  was  the  savagery  of  Jewish  re¬ 
sistance  which  always  provoked  the  at¬ 
tack.  Thus  Dr.  Toynbee  tenderly  re¬ 
spects  the  quiet  pietism  of  Jews  who 
bowed  their  heads,  accepted  their  fate 
and  are  spiritually  enobled  by  suffering. 
Presumably,  they  did  not  lead  their 
would-be  tormentors  into  the  paths  of 
wickedness. 

He  has  praise  for  the  ultra-orthodox 
who  preferred  to  wait  for  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah,  and  he  conceives— con¬ 
trary  to  the  best  Jewish  thought — ^that 
true  Judaism  is  fatalistic  resignation  to 
God’s  will.  Dr.  Toynbee  joins  them 
in  disapproval  of  Zionism  as  a  sacrilegi¬ 
ous  usurpation  of  God’s  function.  (No 
doubt  Dr.  Toynbee  today  feels  that  the 
ultra-orthodox  wing  has  betrayed  him 
because  it  has  participated  in  Mr.  Ben- 
Gurion’s  coalitions.) 

Zionism  is  also  deemed  reprehenuble 
because  Dr.  Toynbee  wants  a  super- 
world  society  to  replace  modem  na¬ 
tionalism.  Fifty  states  have  won  their 


Did  Dr.  Toynbee  influence  British 
Middle  East  policies  during  these  fate¬ 
ful  years?  Were  Arab  leaders  encour¬ 
aged  to  believe  that  the  promises  of  the 
idealistic  Balfour  Declaration  would  be 
annulled  because  a  petrified  fossil  didn’t 
need  a  national  homeland? 

How  many  British  administrators 
were  indoctrinated  to  regard  Zionism 
as  an  impossible  “archaic”  di^Lun? 

Did  Dr.  Toynbee  give  scholarly  sanc¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Bcvin’s  rude  outbursts 
against  American  Jews  in  1946?  Was 
it  Dr.  Toynbee  who  gave  diplomas  to 
the  British  admirals  who  intercepted 
Jewish  refugee  ships  and  who  ferries’  "o 
many  thousands  of  refugees  from  Hl.'ia 
to  detention  in  Cypms? 

«  *  « 

The  Shameful  "Analogy."  The  fossil 
refused  to  lie  dead,  inert,  interred. 

As  Mr.  Eban  %\TOte: 

‘The  fossil  whose  lack  of  animation 
he  has  so  authoritatively  diagnosed 
keeps  getting  up  and  biting  him  on 
the  ankle.” 

Thus,  the  restoration  of  Jewish  state- 
hood  is  a  stubborn  .revolt  against  the 
fate  decreed  by  Dr.  Toynbee. 

He  pronounces  savage  judgment: 
"The  Nazi  gentile’s  fall  was  less 
tragic  than  the  Jews.” 

He  explains  that  the  Nazis  had  made 
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the  Jews  scapegoats  for  their  World 
War  I  defeat  and  made  them  “the  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  worst  atrocities  ever  known 
to  have  been  sullered  by  Jews  or  indeed 
by  any  other  human  beings.” 

The  immediate  reaction  of  the  Jews 
to  their  own  e.xperiencc  was  to  become 
“persecutors  in  their  turn  for  the 
first  time  since  A.D.  135— and  this 
at  the  first  opportunity  that  had 
since  arisen  for  them  to  inflict  on 
other  human  beings  who  had  done 
the  Jews  no  injury,  but  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  weaker  than  they  were, 
some  of  the  wrongs  and  sufferings 
that  had  been  inflicted  on  the  Jews 
by  their  many  successive  Western 
Gentile  persecutors  during  the  in¬ 
tervening  17  centuries.” 

Dr.  Toynbee  has  written: 

“On  the  Day  of  Judgment,  the 
gravest  crime  standing  to  the  Ger¬ 
man  national  socialist  account 
might  be  not  that  they  had  ex¬ 
terminated  a  majority  of  Western 
Jews,  but  that  th.c^'  bad  caused  the 
surviving  remnants  of  Jewry  to 
stinnble.” 

How  can  a  just  and  rational  man  at¬ 
tempt  to  balance  the  mass  murder  of 
6,000,000  Jews  with  the  exodus  of 
600,000  Arab  refugees  from  Palestine? 

On  the  one  band,  6,000,000  men, 
women  and  children — starved,  shot, 
poisoned,  gassed,  burned  and  reduced 
to  chemicals,  victims  of  a  demoniacal 
state-organized  nihilism. 

On  the  other  hand,  600,000  Arab 
men,  women  and  children — alive,  liv¬ 
ing  on  Arab  soil  as  the  wards  of  the 
United  Nations — displaced,  not  because 
the  Jews  went  to  war  against  them,  but 
because  their  leaders  went  to  war 
against  the  Jews. 

Few  Arabs  suffered  casualties.  In¬ 
deed,  most  of  the  600,000  are  still 
alive,  and  their  official  number  is  today 
almost  double.  ^ 

One  should  ^  :  the  deepest  sympa¬ 

thy  for  the  Aral  .efugees,  but  this  does 
not  require  any  one  to  exonerate  Arab 
leaders  for  their  plight.  On  the  con¬ 
trary.  _ 

After  using  3,150,000  words,  Dr.~ 
Toynbee  presumably  has  none  left  to 
recall  that  there  was  a  UN  decision, 
that  the  Arabs  went  to  war  to  overturn 
it,  and  that  the  Arabs  left  what  is  now 
Israel  because  their  leaders  wanted 
them  out  of  the  way  until  the  war  was 
won,  when  they  hoped  to  return  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  promised  victory. 

The  Arab  War.  He  rearranges  history 
and  ignores  the  story  of  the  Arab  ter¬ 
ror,  the  Arab  ambush  of  the  Jewish 
convoys  to  Jerusalem,  the  massacre  of 
the  35  university  students  at  Etzion, 
the  ambush  and  shooting  of  77  doctors, 
nurses;  and  studer^  in  a  bus  on  the 


road  to  the  Hadassah  Hospital,  the  ter¬ 
rorists  who  bombed  the  Jewish  Agency 
and  the  Jerusalem  Post  and  blew  people 
to  bits  in  their  apartment  houses  in 
Jerusalem.  The  100,000  Jews  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  were  starved,  shelled  and  denied 
food  and  water  but  the  Arab  siege  of 
the  “City  of  Peace”  eludes  Dr.  Toyn¬ 
bee’s  amazing  memory  which  has  total 
recall  only  for  Jewish  attacks  on  Arabs. 

The  Arab  uprising  blocked  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  UN  decision.  Just 
13  years  ago — tomorrow — the  UN 
Commission — the  “five  lonely  pilgrims” 
— ^reported  to  the  UN  Security  Council; 

“Powerful  Arab  interests  both  in¬ 
side  and  outside  Palestine  are  de¬ 
fying  the  resolution  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  and  are  engaged  in 
a  deliberate  effort  to  alter  by  force 
the  settlement  envisaged  therein." 
The  i^abs  never  denied  it. 

On  April  16,  Jamal  Husseini,  the 
spokesman  of  the  Arab  Higher  Com¬ 
mittee,  told  the  UN  Security  Council: 
“The  representatives  of  the  Jewish 
Agency  told  us  yesterday  that  they 
were  not  the  attackers  .  .  .  that  the 
Arabs  had  begun  the  fighting.  .  .  . 
We  did  not  deny  this.  .  .  .  We  told 
the  whole  world  that  we  were  go¬ 
ing  to  fight.” 

A  few  days  later,  on  May  15 — ^the 
day  Israel  was  established — Azzam 
Pasha,  the  Secretary-General  of  the 
Arab  League  promised  the  Cairo  press: 
“This  will  be  a  war  of  extermina¬ 
tion  and  a  momentous  massacre 
which  will  be  spoken  of  like  the 
Mongolian  massacres  and  the  cru¬ 
sades.” 

Dr.  Toynbee  twists  the  strands  of 
history.  The  Jews  inherit  the  Nazi 
legacy,  while  the  Arabs  succeed  to  the 
torment  suffered  by  the  Jews — a  mythi- 
ical  exchange  of  roles. 

Who  Influenced  Whom.  If  there  was 
Nazi  influence  in  Palestine  in  1948,  it 
inspired  the  Arabs — not  the  Jews.  In 
the  1930s,  the  young  Arab  nationalist 
leaders  were  impressed  by  the  rise  of 
the  Nazis  and  the  Fascists  in  Europe 
because  a  victory  for  Germany  prom¬ 
ised  a  “solution”  of  the  Jewish  problem 
in  Palestine.  The  Axis  was  extended — 
from  Berlin  to  Baghdad;  from  Rome  to 
Cairo. 

The  ex-Mufti  of  Jerusalem  and  his 
lieutenants  collaborated  in  Baghdad  and 
Berlin.  Document  1752-PS,  a  British 
exhibit  at  the  Nuremberg  trials,  de¬ 
scribes  an  international  anti-Jewish  con¬ 
gress  ordered  by  Hitler  in  1944  to  in¬ 
tensify  the  Nazi  war  against  the  Jews. 
'Among  the  distingmshed  lecturers  listed 
on  the  program  were  the  Grand  Mufti 
of  Jerusalem,  representing  “Arabia," 
and  Prime  Minister  Gailani  of  Iraq 
(who  led  the  pro-Nazi  regime  in  Iraq). 


The  anti-Jewish  pogroms  in 
dad,  in  Cairo,  in  Tripoli,  and  the  rioting 
in  Palestine  itself  were  a  continuation 
of  the  war  that  Hitler  waged.  The  ex- 
Mufti,  like  Adolph  Eichmann,  slipped 
out  of  allied  hands. 

In  the  light  of  the  perverted  judg¬ 
ment  decreed  by  Dr.  Toynbee,  the 
forthcoming  Eichmann  trial  serves  a 
necessary  purpose.  There  is  a  need  to 
set  the  record  straight,  to  restore  pro¬ 
portion  and  to  remind  the  international 
conscience  that  Hitler’s  war  is  still  un¬ 
ended. 

Footnote  from  Cairot  The  Toynbee 
stand  is  a  propaganda  windfall  for  Arab 
leaders.  Cairo  recently  restored  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  with  the  British  and 
this  promised  the  release  of  James  Zarb, 
a  Britain  who  was  sentenced  to  10  years 
imprisonment  for  espionage  in  1956. 
But  Cairo  said  that  2^b  would  now  be 
freed  in  appreciation  for  Toynbee’s  Mc¬ 
Gill  speech. 

The  extent  of  Toynbee’s  impact  on 
Arab  thinking  may  be  gauged  from 
Cairo  Radio’s  broadcast  of  Jan.  29 
which  hailed  Toynbee  as  “the  greatest 
historian  of  the  20th  Century  ...  the 
voice  of  justice  .  .  .  shouting  for  the 
downfall  of  savagery.” 


The  hope  that  President  Nasser  of 
the  UAR  rruiy  ultimately  agree  to  a 
settlement  with  Israel  was  expressed  by 
Aiden  Crawley,  British  author  and 
former  Member  of  Parliament,  in  an 
article  in  the  Washington  Post  and  the 
•  London  Times,  on  Feb.  5. 

Mr.  Crawley  points  out  that  Nasser’s 
dependence  on  the  Soviet  Union  is  his 
greatest  weakness.  His  need  for  money 
“is  so  desperate  that  he  is  like  an  ad¬ 
venturer  living  week  by  week  upon  his 
wits.  He  must  take  it  wherever  he  can 
get  it ...  he  cannot  avoid  falling  more 
and  more  heavily  into  Russia’s  debt.” 

In  Mr.  Oawley’s  view,  the  West  can¬ 
not  back  Nasser  without  endangering 
Israel  and  antagonizing  other  friends  in 
the  Arab  world.  But  in  the  end,  “the 
Russians  are  bound  to  exercise  political 
pressure. 

“When  they  do,”  Mr.  Crawley  pre¬ 
dicts,  “Nasser  will  turn  against  them  as 
violently  as  he  turned  against  the  West. 
A  settlement  with  Israel  may  then  be¬ 
come  possible.  For,  in  the  long  r\m, 
Nasser  has  more  to  fear  from  the  Rus¬ 
sians  than  the  Jews.” 


75 


viewing  the  news 

continued 

Tunisia  and  Iraq,  long-time  bitter 
foes  of  President  Nasser  have  come  to 
an  uneasy  co-existence  with  the  UAR. 
UAR-Jordan  animosity  was  soft-ped¬ 
aled.  Arab  delegates  joined  in  cus¬ 
tomary  condemnation  of  Israd,  France 
and  Mauritafiia. 

The  League’s  resolutions  were  kept 
secret,  but  it  was  reported  that  the  for¬ 
eign  ministers — ^for  the  first  time — 
agreed  to  have  their  military  staffs  plan 
concerted  military  action,  if  Israel  gxs 
ahead  with  her  irrigation  program  using 
the  Jordan  River.  The  ministers  talked 
of  securing  atomic  weapons.  They 
voted  for  pressure  on  Iran  and  Cyprus 
to  sever  relations  with  Israel  and  for 
new  proposals  to  imdermine  Israel’s 
position  in  Africa. 

On  the  question  of  the  Arab  refugees, 
the  Arab  countries  agreed  on  a  program 
to  be  presented  at  the  forthcoming  UN 
session.  They  will  favor  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  UN’s  Palestine  Conciliation 
Commission  to  permit  representation 
of  the  Soviet  and  “neutral”  blocs;  and 
they  will  try  to  get  the  UN  to  desig¬ 
nate  a  custodian  for  properties  aban¬ 
doned  in  Israel-13  years  ago.  — - 

Tunisia  and  the  UAR.  Tunis  and 
Cairo  have  reportedly  settled  their  dis¬ 
pute  over  Tunisian  exile  Salah  ben 
Youssef.  In  19S8,  Tunisia  left  the 
League  and  broke  relations  with  the 
UAR  when  an  Egypt-backed  plot  to 
assassinate  President  Habib  Bourguiba 
was  exposed.  Ben  Youssef,  the  alleged 
plotter,  had  found  asylum  in  Cairo. 

The  two  Arab  nations  also  agreed  to 
discontinue  using  their  radios  to  attack 
each  other  as  Cairo  Radio  did  Jan.  27 
when  it  declared: 

“Those  working  with  imperialism  and 
those  who  persist  in  ruining^  the  Arab 
cause,  always  report  the  most*  trivial  ex¬ 
cuses  to  justify  their  attitude  before 
thinking  people  .  .  .  Who  was  it  who 
said  the  Palestinian  cause  was  of  no 
concern  to  him  ?  Who  was  it  who  said 
‘I  am  a  European.  I  am  with  the  West?’ 
We  will  leave  these  questions  for  the 
foreign  minister  of  the  Tunisian  Presi¬ 
dent  ...  to  answer.” 

Iraq,  Jordan  and  the  UAR.  UAR 
Foreign  Minister  Dr.  Mahmoud  Fawzi 
held  what  he  described  as  “friendly  and 
constructive”  discussions  with  Iraq 
Premier  Karim  Kassem  in  an  effort  to 
quash  the  Nasser-Kassem  quarrels. 

Dr.  Fawzi  also  reported  that  “rela¬ 
tions  have  improved  with  all  Arab  states 
participating  in  the  conference.” 

On  Feb.  6,  Al-Gomhouria  of  Cairo 
hailed  the  Baghdad  conference  as  com¬ 
pleting  the  “ring”  around  Israel  pre¬ 
venting  her  from  “infiltration”  and 
“breathing  economically”  outside  her 
borders. 

The  paper  adds:  “All  that  we  hope 
for  is  that  ail  the  Arabs  will  stand  firm¬ 
ly  beside  these  resolutions  and  forget 
their  differences  for  the  sake  of  elimi¬ 
nating  their  common  enemy.” 


Committee  Changes.  Sen.  Stuart  Sym¬ 
ington  (D.)  Mo.  and  Sen.  Thomas  J. 
Dodd  (D.)  Conn,  are  new  members  on 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign; Re¬ 
lations.  Sen.  Symington  will  head  the 
new  Near  East  subcommittee.  Otner 
subcommittee  members:  Senators  Jolhn 
J.  Sparkman  of  Alabama,  Hubert  H. 
Humphrey  of  Minnesota  and  Mike 
Mansfield  of  Montana,  Democrats;  and 
Republicans  Bourke  B.  Hickenlooper  ^ 
Iowa  and  Frank  Carlson  of  Kansas.  ' 
The  House  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  has  increased  its  membership  by 
one.  The  following  have  been  named: 

Democrats:  John  S.  Monagan,  Conn.; 
Thomas  F.  Johnson,  Md.;  Robert  N.  C. 
Nix,  Pa. 

Republicans:  William  S.  Mailliard, 
Calif.;  Peter  Frelinghuysen,  Jr.,  N.  J.; 
Robert  R.  Barry,  N.  Y.;  William  S. 
Broomfield,  Mich.;  H^ce  Seely- 
Brown,  Conn.;  J.  Iryifig  Whalley,  Pa. 


Senate  Hearing 

The  Senate  has  confirmed  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Philip  M.  Klutznick,  former 
president  of  B’nai  B’rith,  to  be  the  U.S. 
representative  on  the  Economic  and 
Stwial  Council  of  the  United  Nations. 
During  the  hearings  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  on 
Jan.  31,  Mr.  Klutznick  was  asked 
whether  he  felt  his  past  associations 
with  Jewish  organizations  and  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  development  of  Israel  might 
affect  the  impartiality  or  objectivity  of 
his  views  on  matters  involving  the  Arab 
states.  He  was  also  asked  whether  he 
would  have  any  prejudice  against  assist¬ 
ing  them. 

Mr.  Klutznick  said  that  he  was  re¬ 
signing  his  posts  as  general  chairman 
of  the  UJA  and  honorary  president  of 
B’nai  B’rith,  and  he  replied:  , 

“I  not  only  have  no  prejudice  against 
assisting  them,  I  think  one  of  the  paths 
...  to  the  solution  of  the  problems  of 
any  section  of  the  world  ...  is  to  do 
what  we  can  to  help  the  underdeveloped 
countries  .  .  .  and  in  so  doing  to  create 
for  them  the  atmosphere  in  which  to 
help  themselves,  and  I  do  not  exclude 
anyone  from  this.  .  .  . 

“I  am  ready  ...  to  meet  any  repre¬ 
sentative  of  any  country  in  the  Middle 
East ...  on  the  same  basis  that  I  would 
meet  the  State  of  Israel  ...  I  would 
hope  that  one  of  the  things  that  might 
come  out  of  my  experience  here  .  .  . 
would  be  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  con¬ 
clusively  possible  for  an  American  of 
the  Jewish  faith  to  not  only  do  justice 
but  to  be  helpful  to  .  .  .  members  of 
Arab  nations.  This  I  hope  for  above 
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